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w-yrratlva Summary: 

1 contacted Steve Jones via ASVNC at 1510 hours ^9/29/92 ^ relay 
i n f l a t i o n concerning the Ideal Cooperage site located in Jersey City, NJ. 
EPA has conducted additional site characterization and * * f u e s t e c i a 

fniiow-uo to a previous ATSDR record of activity dated 12/20/91. 
S.coSLnlation/in t Z previous record of »f^ity included restricting 
access to the site and conducting additional sampling to determine tne extent 
0? me?cury contamination in the L ea of test pit #4, including specific 
compounds in addition to total mercury. 

The Ideal Cooperage site consists of approximately 1.3 acres and is located 
at 39 New York A*!? in Jersey City, NJ. The site was used as an empty drum 
borage area for a sJSel drum reconditioning facility that was operated on 
the adjacent property. There are currently no building**or activity on the 
Site The site is fenced except on the south side which is steeply sloped 
and bordered by railroad tracks. The site is heavily vegetated with low 
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brush and small trees. The nearest residential area is approximately 1000 
feet from the site. 

Six test pit excavations were conducted at various ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ l f ^ - ! ^ 
site in my, 1991. Surface and subsurface soil samples °^"*ed at depths 
of 0 to 7.5 feet detected low levels of organics and **Jh-™* m a t a 

Lrcu?5 and 456 ppm inorganic mercury. The maximum concentration 
delected ?n suo2urfacePSSil was 25.8 ppm total mercury. Inorganic mercury 
tit'detected l l 111 ppm (estimated value) in surface soil at location C-4. 
All other surface samples were < 3G.6 ppm total mercury. 

^f<nn Reaû Pd/Recommendations/Tnfc Provided.; 
The level of mercury detected in soil at the Ideal Cooperage site may P^ent 
r j o t J n t U l hwXth threat. The areas of potential concern include sample 
areas D-4 and C-4 in which total mercury was detected in surface soil at 4Si 
IZA ?A? ttZ The mercury detected in a l l samples was primarily in the 
iSbrgani^cr^ A?Shou|n t* l mercury levels at these two 
iSS^lSiStidrno adversl health effects would be expected to g ^ ™ * ? * x 

i o S r i f t X e d n ^ f l ^ t ^ r o f V h ^ p f o p e r ? I K U ^ t ^ ^ . « the 
c S I ^ t i o n ' i . Amoved, deed -ti f i S a t i o n would net be -ce ?sary. The 
mercurv detected at the other sample locations in the test P"v 
Selow levels shown to cause adverse health effects in animals or humans. 
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